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SECTION 7: REQUIREMENTS FOR EXCAVATIONS AND OTHER WORK AND 
CONSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC ROADS  
Design, construction and restoration shall conform to the requirements of this 
Ordinance, PENNDOT Chapter 459 and specifications as may be adopted by the 
Township from time to time. 
A. Permit application. 
1. Any person desiring to open, excavate, or bore in or under any public road in 
the Township, shall file an application with the Township a minimum of five 
working days prior to the start date on forms provided by the Township. Such 
application shall contain the following information: 
(a) The name and address of applicant.  

(b) The exact location of the proposed opening, excavation, or boring.  

(c) The approximate size and depth of the proposed opening, excavation, or 
boring.  
(d) The proposed dates and times of commencing and completing the work.  
(e) The method and progression for performing the work.  
(f) The purpose of the proposed opening, excavation, or boring.  
(g) Such other information as the Township may deem pertinent.  
2. Such application shall contain a statement, which shall be subscribed to by the 
applicant, to the effect that the applicant will comply with all relevant 
ordinances of the Township (including this Ordinance) and laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and that the applicant will defend, protect and 
save harmless the Township and its officers, agents, and employees from all loss 
and liability in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.  
B. Issuance of permit. Upon being satisfied that the application is in proper form 
and upon receipt from the applicant of the fee prescribed by this Ordinance, the 
performance bond prescribed by this Ordinance and the certificates of insurance 
prescribed by this Ordinance, the Township shall issue a permit.  

1.  A permit shall apply only to the specific work described in the application, 
shall expire on the date and time when the work is proposed to be 
completed, but no later than nine months from the issuance date, and 
may contain such conditions or limitations as the Township deems 
necessary for the protection of persons and property. 

2.  Prior to expiration, the permittee shall notify the township in writing if 
unable to complete the work before the date specified, and request an 
extension of time. Such request shall be on the subscribed application 
form and accompanied by a supplement fee. Each extension shall not 
exceed a six-month time period. 
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3. Prior to an expiration date, a permittee may return a permit with written 
notice that the proposed work will not be carried forward. Collected fees 
for inspection of the work will be refunded by the Township within thirty 
days.  

C. Emergency situations. In the case of any leak, explosion or other accident in 
any subsurface pipe, line, conduit, construction or apparatus, it shall be lawful for 
the person owning or responsible for such pipe, line, conduit, construction or 
apparatus to commence an opening or excavation to remedy such condition 
before securing a permit, provided that application for a permit shall be made 
immediately and not later than the next business day thereafter and that all other 
provisions of this Ordinance are fully complied with. If any such emergency 
condition shall not be immediately attended to by the owner or person 
responsible for such pipe, line, conduit, construction or apparatus, the Township, 
after such notice, or attempt of notice, as it shall deem necessary under the 
circumstances of the particular case, may proceed to have the work necessary 
and required by such emergency performed and charge the cost thereof to such 
owner or person. 
D. Open lane of travel. No opening, excavation or construction in any public road 
shall extend from the right-of-way line into the road past the centerline, before 
being restored to a condition safe and convenient for travel. 
E. Allowable limits of excavation. No more than five hundred (500) feet 
longitudinally shall be opened in any street at any one time, except in the case of 
the installation of gas or water lines by public or private bodies, or of sanitary or 
storm sewers by the Township or a duly constituted Township municipal 
authority. No more than one hundred (100) feet longitudinally shall remain open 
at the end of the workday. 
F. Special conditions for subsurface operations. 
1. Drilling, boring, driving or tunneling across improved area. 
(a) When crossing under any improved area, the opening for a utility facility shall 
be drilled, bored or driven on a horizontal plane at a minimum depth of three (3) 
feet below the surface of the highway and its swale ditches. 
(i) The facility may be placed otherwise by tunneling when specified in the permit. 
When tunneling, after the facility is placed, the hole shall be backfilled with one-
to-three-to six concrete of dry consistency and tamped. 
(ii) Wet boring is prohibited. 
2. No openings for the purpose of placing utility facilities or other structures under 
the improved area by drilling, boring, driving or tunneling shall be made closer 
than three (3) feet to the edge of the cartway unless the permit authorizes less 
clearance.  Trenches placed parallel with the road shall be dug so that the near 
edge of the trench is at least three (3) feet outside of the edge of the cartway with 
a minimum depth of three (3) feet below the surface of the road. In the case of 
unpaved road, the trench shall be placed so its near edge of the trench is at least 
fifteen (15) feet from the centerline of the traveled road. The Township shall 
determine the centerline. 
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3. Facilities and other structures crossing under the improved area shall be 
constructed so as to assure the safety of the traveling public and to preclude the 
necessity of entering upon the improved area to effect future maintenance or 
replacement. 
G. Trenching across improved area. 

1. No trenching shall be permitted across the improved area unless 
authorized by the permit.  

2. Trenching across the improved area may be authorized by the permit 
where 
drilling, boring, driving or tunneling are not feasible because:  

(a) The subsurface is solid rock.  
(b) There are other facilities located longitudinally under the improved area and 
their location precludes methods other than trenching.  
(c) Adjacent development in a very congested area makes the construction of a 
tunneling or boring shaft impossible.  
      3. When trenching is specified in the permit, the trenching operation shall be 
performed by one of the following two (2) methods: 
(a) Utility facility placed in one (1) piece across highway. 
      (i) Traffic shall be routed over one-half (1/2) of the pavement width. 
      (ii) The closed half of the pavement shall be opened to the required depth 
and        bridged with steel plates. 
      (iii) Traffic shall be shifted to the bridged half of the pavement. 
      (iv) The remaining half of the pavement shall be opened to the required 
depth. 
      (v) The facility shall be placed full width. 
      (vi) The open trench shall be backfilled and restored half-width in accordance 
with this section (relating to special conditions for subsurface operations). 
      (vii) Traffic shall be shifted to the restored half of the pavement. 
      (viii) The bridging shall be removed and the remaining half of the trench shall 
be backfilled and restored in accordance with the standards established by the 
Township. 
b. Utility facility placed in more than one (1) piece across highway. 
     (i) Traffic shall be routed over one-half (1/2) of the pavement width. 
     (ii) The closed half of the pavement shall be opened to the required depth, the 
facility placed and the trench backfilled and restored in accordance with this 
section (relating to special conditions for subsurface operations). 
     (iii) Traffic shall be shifted to the restored half of the pavement. 
     (iv) The remaining half of the pavement shall be opened to the required depth, 
the facility placed and the trench backfilled and restored in accordance with the 
standards established by the Township. 
H. Open trenches. If work is stopped on any road project, and any ditch or trench 
remains open for an unreasonable period, in the opinion of the Township, the 
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owner and/or contractor, if so directed, shall refill the ditch or trench and work 
shall not be resumed until such time as the owner and/or contractor is ready to 
proceed. In the event that the owner and/or contractor fail to fill in the ditch or 
trench upon notification by the Township, the Township may perform the 
necessary and required work and charge the cost thereof to the owner. 
I. Consent of abutting owners. The owner and/or contractor is not relieved from 
obtaining consent required from the owners or abutting properties and does not 
have the right to remove or destroy trees or shrubbery within the legal limits of 
the highway except under such conditions as the Township may prescribe. 
J. Temporary surface. On improved public roads, in some instances the 
permittee will be required, or permitted, not to make permanent repairs 
immediately, in which case the technical standards for restoration provided by 
the Township shall apply. 
K. Non-disturbance of utility connections. The work of excavation shall be so 
conducted so as not to interfere with the water mains, gas lines, sewers or their 
connections with the houses or any other sub-surface pipes or structures until 
permission of the owners of such lines or structures shall have been obtained. 
The contractor is responsible for locating and protecting underground utilities and 
coordination with respective utility company. 
L. Township may correct work, in the event that any work performed by the 
owner and/or contractor, shall, in the opinion of the Township, be unsatisfactory 
and the same shall not be corrected in accordance with these instructions within 
the time so fixed, or in the event that the work for which the permit was granted in 
not completed within the time fixed by the Township, the Township may proceed 
to correct such unsatisfactory work or complete any such work not completed 
and charge the cost thereof to the owner. 
M. Permits non-transferable. Permits may not be transferred without the approval 
of the Township. 
N. Damages to public road. The owner and/or contractor are responsible for 
damage to any portion of the public road caused by equipment en route or used 
at the work site. 
O. Traffic protection and maintenance. Maintenance and protection of traffic shall 
be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation, as set forth in Publication No. 213. 

1. The Permittee shall provide and maintain all necessary precautions to 
prevent injury or damage to persons and property in accordance with 
instructions furnished by the district office. A traffic control plan shall be 
submitted to and approved by the Township Engineer before detouring 
any traffic.  

2. Warning signs shall be placed in advance of the actual operation in such a 
manner as to be visible to the traveling public, and substantial barricades 
with adequate illumination shall be provided and maintained for any open 
trench or hole in the improved area.  
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3. Designated employees shall be assigned by the Permittee to direct one-
lane traffic. Flagmen shall be provided as specified in the permit and in 
accordance with current Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
Publications.  

P. PENNDOT requirements. When an excavation or other work is proposed in a 
state road, the owner shall comply with all PENNDOT requirements, including the 
requirement to obtain a permit from PENNDOT. 
Q. Re-inspections. The Township may re-inspect the work not more than two 
years after its completion, and if there is settlement of the connection, or any 
other defects appear in the work contrary to the conditions, restrictions and 
regulations of this Ordinance, the Township may enforce compliance therewith. If 
the owner fails to rectify a defect which presents an immediate or imminent 
safety or health problem within forty-eight (48) hours or any other defect within 
sixty (60) days after written notice from the Board of Supervisors to do so, the 
Township may do the work and impose upon the owner the cost thereof, together 
with an additional ten (10%) percent of the costs, which maybe recovered by the 
Township. 

R. Permittee responsibilities. 

1. The Permittee shall pay all costs and expenses incident to or arising from 
the project, including the prescribed fees for same, the cost of making and 
maintaining temporary restoration of the disturbed areas and making 
permanent restoration. The Permittee shall reimburse the Township for 
any 
and all inspection costs, which the Township may deem necessary to 
incur, within thirty (30) days after receipt of the Township's invoice.  

2.  The Permittee shall provide 24-hour notification to police, fire, school bus, 
etc. of road closings or traffic interruption. The permittee shall provide 
notification to PA One Call as provided by law. 

3. If work is stopped on a project for any reason, other than at the end of any 
normal workday, and any ditch or trench remains open for an 
unreasonable 
period, in the opinion of the Township, the Permittee, if so directed, shall 
refill the ditch or trench and work shall not be resumed until the Permittee 
is prepared to proceed immediately with the work to its completion. In the 
event the Permittee fails to refill the ditch or trench or proceed until 
completion of the work, upon notice from the Township to do so, the 
Township may perform the necessary and required work and shall be 
reimbursed for the costs by the Permittee within thirty (30) days after 
receipt of the Township's invoice.  

4. If the Permittee, after making an opening in the surface to place or repair a 
facility or for any other purpose, fails to restore any portion of the right-of-
way to conform to this section, upon notice from the Township to do so, 
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the Township reserves the right to do the work and the Permittee shall 
reimburse the Township for the costs within thirty (30) days after receipt of 
the Township's invoice.  

5. The permittee is responsible for all temporary and permanent restoration. 
(a) The permittee shall restore all disturbed portions of the roadway, including 
slopes, appurtenances, and earthen areas, to a condition at least equal to 
that which existed before the start of any work authorized by the permit. The 
Township shall establish standards for paving, backfilling, and associated 
work which can be obtained from the Township prior to excavation. 
(b) Prior to opening more than 500 linear feet of road surface or shoulder, or 
both, the permittee shall provide dated photodocumentation verifying the 
preconstruction condition of the public road. However, it is recommended that 
dated photodocumentation is submitted for all highway occupancy permits 
involving surface opening to avoid responsibility for preexisting highway 
conditions. 
6. If at any time in the future the roadway is widened or the alignment or 
grades are changed, the permittee shall change or relocate any part of the 
structures covered by this permit which interferes with the improvement of the 
roadway, at its own expense, to the extent now or hereafter required by law. 

S. Altering vegetation is generally prohibited. However the permittee may request 
an exception to this provision. (example: necessary tree removal) 

T. Altering drainage prohibited. 
      1.  Unless specifically authorized by the permit, the Permittee shall not: 

(a) Alter the existing drainage pattern or the existing flow of drainage water.  
(b) Direct the additional drainage of surface water toward, onto or into or in any 
way affect the highway right-of-way or highway facilities.  
       2. The permit does not authorize the Permittee to direct, divert or otherwise 
drain surface waters over the property of any other property owner. 
(a) The permit does not in any way relieve the Permittee from acquiring the 
consent, permission or other authorization from any property owner that the 
Township determines may be adversely affected by drainage alterations.  
(b) The Permittee is responsible for any damage caused to any property owners 
as a result of work done under the permit.  
U. Equipment damaging roadway. 

1. To protect the pavement and shoulders, all equipment shall have rubber 
wheels or runners and shall have rubber, wood or similar protective pads 
between the outriggers and the surface unless otherwise authorized by 
the permit.  
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2. In the event that other than rubber-equipped machinery is authorized for 
use, the pavement and shoulders shall be protected by the use of matting, 
wood or other suitable protective material having a minimum thickness of 
four (4) inches, unless the permit requires the Permittee to repave the 
roadway full width.  

3. If the equipment damages the pavement or shoulders, the Permittee shall 
restore the pavement or shoulders to their former condition at the 
Permittee's expense.  

V. Indemnification. The Permittee shall fully indemnify and save harmless and 
defend the Township of and from all liability for damages or injury occurring to 
any person or persons or property through or in consequence of any act or 
omission of any contractor, agent, servant, employee or person engaged or 
employed in, about or upon the work by, at the instance or with the approval or 
consent of the Permittee; from any failure of the Permittee or any such person to 
comply with the permit or these regulations; and, for a period of two (2) years 
after completion of the permitted work, from the failure of the highway in the 
immediate area of the work performed under the permit where there is no similar 
failure of the roadway beyond the area adjacent to the area of the permitted 
work. 
W. Insurance. The Permittee shall, upon request, submit to the Township office a 
certificate or certificates of insurance for public liability and property damage, in 
form and amount satisfactory to the Township, to cover any loss that may be 
incurred for or on account of any matter, cause or thing arising out of the 
construction, reconstruction, repair, relocation or installation of the permitted 
structures or facilities. 
 X. Maintenance of disturbed area; bonding requirements. The applicant shall 
maintain the portion of the street disturbed by the opening or excavation for a 
period of two (2) years from the date the backfilling is completed at a proper 
grade and condition free from ridges and depressions. Such maintenance work 
shall be done as often as may be necessary. To guarantee proper restoration of 
the surface and proper maintenance of the disturbed area, the applicant must 
deposit with the Township, prior to issuance of the permit, an approved form of 
security in the favor of the Township in an amount set annually by Township 
Resolution. The following types of security are acceptable:  
1.) Bond with corporate surety  
2.) Certified Check 
3.) Cashier’s Check 
 Utilities and other persons who open or excavate in streets on a regular basis 
may, with the permission of the Township, keep on deposit a single security in an 
amount set by the Township and applying to the work included in all of the 
permits at any time outstanding.  
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Y. Notification and correction of defects; failure to correct. If, within a period of 
two (2) years from the date the backfilling is completed, the Township determines 
that the backfilling, surface restoration or maintenance of the disturbed area is 
defective, it shall notify the applicant, in writing, to that effect. Promptly upon 
receipt of such written notice the applicant shall take immediate steps to correct 
such defects. If the applicant fails to take immediate corrective action, the 
Township may perform the work itself or cause the same to be performed by 
another person. The applicant and the surety on its bond shall be liable for all 
costs and expenses incurred by the Township in correcting such defects and for 
any penalty assessed as a result of the applicant's failure to take immediate 
corrective action. 

Z. Blasting. No pre-drilling or blasting shall be permitted within the right-of-way 
unless authorized by the permit. 

1. If the Permittee proposes to blast, the Permittee shall make, execute and 
deliver a bond to the Township in an amount determined by the Township 
with surety by a company duly registered and authorized to do business in 
the Commonwealth, conditioned that the Commonwealth will be saved 
harmless from any damages whatsoever to the improved area for a period 
of two (2) years from the date of the completion of the last work covered 
by the permit.  

2. When blasting is anticipated within one hundred (100) feet of any bridge, 
box or culvert, a detailed plan of excavating, shoring, blasting and 
backfilling 
procedures shall be submitted, with the application, to the Township Office 
for review and approval.  

3. No blasting shall be permitted if within twenty-five (25) feet of the nearest 
part of a bridge, box or culvert.  

4. Only controlled blasting, as specified in Section 203.3 (d), PENNDOT 
Form 408, shall be permitted within the improved area.  

AA. Maintaining structure or facility. As long as the Permittee operates and 
leaves in place any structures or facilities in, upon or along the right-of-way, the 
Permittee shall maintain and keep them in good order and repair. 
BB. Damaged structure or facility to be repaired. If at any time the structure or 
facility shall become damaged from any cause whatsoever, the Permittee shall 
have it removed, repaired or otherwise made safe immediately upon notification 
from the Township. 
CC. Approval by inspector. Approval by the Township's inspector of all or part of 
any permitted work shall not constitute acknowledgment that the work was 
performed in accordance with the permit, nor shall such approval by the 
inspector act as a release of the Permittee or waiver by the Township of its right 
to seek performance or restitution from the Permittee. 
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DD. When plates or bridging required. Except for emergency repairs of utility 
facilities, work shall be stopped prior to peak traffic hours that exist on a 
particular highway on a particular day. Steel plates or bridging shall be placed 
over all openings made within the improved area, which are less than six (6) feet 
in either length or width when work is stopped. The plates or bridging shall be 
extended a minimum of eighteen (18) inches from each edge of the opening and 
shall be secured in a safe manner. 
EE. Disposition of materials. 

1. The Permittee shall keep the improved area free of all material that may 
be deposited by vehicles traveling upon or entering onto the roadway 
during the performance of work authorized by the permit.  

2. The Permittee shall be responsible for controlling dust conditions created 
by its own operations.  

3. All excess material and material that is not suitable for backfill shall be 
removed and disposed of outside the right-of-way as the work progresses.  

4. All retained suitable material shall be placed or stored on the side of the 
operation farthest from traffic, unless otherwise authorized by the permit, 
and in such a manner that there will be no interference with the flow of 
water in any gutter, drain, pipe, culvert, ditch or waterway.  

FF. General rule. Permits will not be issued to install aboveground facilities at 
locations which the Township determines to have a high accident potential. 
GG. Location of above ground facilities. 

1. New poles, guys and other aboveground facilities shall be installed outside 
the shoulder of the public road as near the right-of-way as practicable.  

2. Installation of poles, guys and other aboveground facilities in locations 
where highway curb exists shall be placed off the roadway but as close to 
curb as possible.  

HH. Location of wires, cables or conductors. All wires, cables or conductors 
which overhang any portion of the right-of-way shall be placed so as to provide a 
minimum vertical clearance of eighteen (18) feet over the roadway except where 
the National Electrical Safety Code requires vertical clearances in excess of 
eighteen (18) feet due to voltage and/or span lengths. 
II. Guys. 

1. Guys shall be placed so as to avoid interference with vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic.  

2. Guys shall be insulated or grounded in compliance with the National 
Electrical Safety Code.  

JJ. Identification of poles. Each pole shall bear the name or initials of the facility 
owner and the pole number(s) assigned by the facility owner. 
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KK. Availability of records for examination. All permit records, restoration records 
and emergency work records shall be made available for examination by the 
Township upon request. 

 


